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The MjdM massacre, in which at 
least 175 and possibly more than 400 
Vietnamese Civilians were murdered { 
by American soldiers, involved a mas- 
sive cover-up aimed at hiding the true 
nature of the atrocities, according to 
a long-suppressed Pentagon report 
made public yesterday. 

f‘At every command level within the 
Amenlcal Division actions were taken, 
both wittingly and unwittingly, which 
effectively suppressed information con- 
cerning the war crimes committed,” 
the report released by Army Secretary 
Howard W. Callaway stated. 

paiteway Hjide pubHe. h«y portions 
of i lon#»ecret report containing find- 



ings and cohciusiofis of a special in- 
quiry group headed by Lt. Gen, Wil- 
tiam R. Peers. 

The Peers report, covering four vol- 
umes, was submitted \to then-Army 
Secretary Stanley R. Resor and Chief 
of Staff William C. Westmoreland in 
March, 1970.' Volumes 2 and 4 are still 
being withheld from the public Calla- 
way said, because they contain raw 
investigatory material that might dam- 
age the lives, careers and reputations 
of individuals against whom accusa- 
tions weare ipade. ' . 

Volume 1 consists of the/ analyses, 
findings and conclusions. 

Volume 3 contains other documen- 
tare evidence . ■* 

CaRaway said he was releasing the 
rep' re far hopes that it- would close 



-up 






MYLAI, From A1 

The findings about the mas 
sacre in an . obscure Vietnam- 
ese village in March of 1968 
are harsh and specific. They 
show that at least as many as 
175 and possibly more than 
400 civilians were murdered 
They shdw that the crimes 
eluded “individual and groijp 
net# of uurder, rape, sodomy, 
maiming and assault an non- 
combatants and thp dfhnreat- 
«*nt and killing /of 
ee* as well femriil^: 

of dwellings v^f fein - sever*! 

-naiiifw ini w 

or iifc. an anta ' 



or wmtr, An *n ettdkfrfy 
qorerupifeecitoms. - 
■ Only ' dim ever "list 
victed. Ijt. WiSUm, %. n*|Sy 
Jr., whole name fdrever % wQl 
be associated with Mylaf*was 
convicted .‘of ‘'murderin^i*J82 
South Vietnamese civilians; - 



the book on the' Mylai chse; as far as 
the Army is concerned. * i "'iUO ■' 
“The release of - fhisr report, con- 
cludes a dark chapter :■ in • the Assay 1 * 
history ” 'he said. “It ;is aji ,^^|deht 
from which ihe^ Army has leafiiefl a 
great deal. The lessons haye beten peted 
upon. Army trainihg hasbCShrevised 
to emphasize the person&T responsi- 
bility of each soldier and officer to 
obey the laws of land warfare and the 
provisions of the Geneva and the 
Hague Convention*.’"" .4' ‘.t , 

In response to a ques^on/ Callaway 
said the report showed'ti© evidence 
of any kind” that the re*®r-up at- 
tempts went any higher than Maj. 
Gem Samuel Roster, who commanded 
the Americal Division. 

** Soe MTtAI, M, <5*1.1 r * v ‘"" 
Last.week Ca«*y wWfcrefd 
on ball from the limit’* njjin~ 
Plinary barrack*, a* £$*»- 
enworth, TCan. That s*mt*e4nr 
Secretary Callaway ahuhttl^d 
he already had si«md!sBi^M[« 
parole order, 

tive Nov. 19. i‘. 

Yesterday '■« :C*|$i 
fended- his ;g$o/r: Calley, he 
said, had heen a “model pris- 
oner, ’’and ghre’nb. indication 
of being a danger to anyone 
else. He poipfpd out Ifrat on 
Nov. 19 Calley will have com- 
pleted one-third of his ifl-yeyr 
sentence am! was thereforeel- 
igible for paroje, ■«’?] 

He also note<%that singe 'th*-| 

Peers report was submitter 
charges were brought ag*iii|M 
16 persbns in connection Sftfb 
Blylai. Four of those we** 
brought to trial, and 
wfere a^qultted^ ghatges #**« 
dismissed against 12 ptfekn, 

The my,.' ' he adde{j|’nH| 

taken “administrative adawi 
against; eight' other individu- 
als. Or of wose was Maj. 

Gen. Roster. He_ was reduced in 
in rank, to brigadier general al)d 
censured. He has since retired. 

Four pages in the Peers **- 
pert are devoted to Roster’s 
actions. (They begin wi& the, 
statement that ' , the general 1 
“did r-t 'iiriSirrt‘1 tjhil iUffiBBW 
for thisj s vi 

provisions for thtfhandtajfc 
screening and treatment*? 
the noncombatant inhabitable 
of the areal”. ' • 

The report further states - 
that after being informed of 
civilian deaths there, “he did 
not take positive action to in- 
sure that such casualties were 
reported through the proper 
chain of command, nor is 
there any indication that he 
took any strong positive action 
to prevent any further killing 
or to otherwise minimize ri'dn- 
combatant casualties.” 



The report cited what it 
call* a number of other 
“commissions and omissions” 
involving Koster and his fail- 
ure “to insure that a thorough 
in v^ dgation would be con- 

“Besides the commissions 
and omissions cited above," it 
say*, “there is no testimony to 
indicate that at • any time he 
took any additional positive or 
aggressive command -adtioSMo 
determine the true facts sur- 
rounding the operation . . .” 

It also states: - ; 

“He may have falsely testi- 
fied on several matters before 
this inquiry. For example, he 
stated that he always kept BG 
(brigadier general) Young and 
Col. Pgrson completely in- 
formed, .whereas both of them 
indicated that they had only a 
minimush of knowledge con- 
cerning nis actions. (George H. 
Yeung was assistant division 
commander; Nels A. PaFsen 
was division chief of staff.) 

“He ilso indicated that .he 
directed a formal investiga- 
tion and that he had received 
a report of said investigation 
from Col, Henderson. This in- 
quiry did not locate such a 
formal report of investigation 
nor is there any indication 
other than from MG. Koster 
and Col, Henderson that such 
a report was ever prepared or 
submitted." ,,, 

The heart of the Peers re- 
port is /in its Chapter 12 of 
findings and recommendations 
in the first volume. These are 
broken ; into four general 
categories: the events sur- 
rounding the operation of 
March 16-19, 1968; the ade- 
quacy of reports, investiga- 
tions and reviews; the at- 
tempts to suppress informa- 
tion, and the actions taken by 
some ^Individuals. 

Mylai was conceived as a 
fairly routine combat opera- 
tion involving the 11th Bri- 
gade of the Americal Division. 
The brigade commander was 
Col. Grin K. Henderson, and 
one of the platoons was led by 
Lt Galley. 

The mission was intended to 
neutralise the village as a lo- 
^atical support base and stag- 
ing airea. and to destroy ele- 
ments of an enemy battalion 
thought to be operating there. 

What the report made clear 
is that Mylai betrayed a num- 
ber of weaknesses and atti- 
tudes that contributed to the 
massacre. The intelligence was 
incorrect. It presehted, to 
quote the report, “a false and 






kding. picture of ' the 
_ ' 'area an armed en- 
camp, largely devoid of 
|h inhabitants.” ■ ' 
f compound this, the 
’’pinpoints “a permissive 
thgt had developed 
; the hpgade toward the 
ent and safeguarding of 
i. ThOse attitudes were 
%(p*tplified by an almost to- 
Irtleteaegard for the lives and 
'property of the civilian popu- 
latjja . - - on the part of com- 
gtfp eTs and' key staff offi-j 

The murders and atrocities 
ocmtrred at the hands of 
sqldiers “under the 
Ision and control of 
• immediate superiors.” 
.Jfe attempts were made 
WiKdp'the Strocities, the re- 
, states, but with few ex- 
its “such efforts were 
eble or too late.” 
report does reject one 
about the case — that 
: wege acting under 
nce.tjf; marijuana or 

evidence of -the use of 
Was obtotoed. <. 
regrffd-tditoW adequacy 
;s and investigations, 
ip' issued a dev- 
astafirig indictment of the en- 
tire chain of command. The 
make! tbe£e:points: 
at the commanders of 
M task force and the 
d«v“had substantial 
as to the extent of 

was ever reported 
nmanding general of 
ericalDtvision;” 
’IJ^That although a speietfic 
complaint about the commis- 
sfem bf war crimes had bean 
made through command chan- 
nels, acticm on the charge 
elayld and the severity 
rges cons 
‘ e tijnb it- 

:ommander 
evertltoless fiiffh 
cien information concerning 
the “highljf irregural” . nature 
«C the operations reached the 
commanding general “to re- 
quire that a thorough investi- 
gation be conducted.” t* 

4. That an investigation by 
i Col. Henderson* conducted at 
I the direction of Gen. Koster, 
“was little more than a pre- 
tense and was subsequently 
misrepresented as a thorough 
investigation ... in order to 
conceal . . . the true ' enormity 
of the atrocities.” , » 

fi_.. That - ‘-‘Patently inade- 
quate reports of investigation” 
submitted by Col. Henderson 
were accepted “at face value 
and without an effective re- 
view’ by Gen.. Koster. 





6. That reports of war 
crimes, civilian casualties and 
othfer serious incidents Were 
received at division headquar- 
ters “but were not reported to 
higher headquarters despite 
the existence of directives re- 1 
quirtag such action.” 

'The Peers inquiry rdport 
dealt equally severely with at- 
tempts to suppress informa- 
tion about the murders and 
atrocities. At the company 
level, it found, there was a 
fatt|ire to report ,‘the war 
crimes that had been commit- 
ted. Members of one unit were 
instructed— the report fails to 
usC the word “ordered”— not 
to discuss what had taken 

. f. 

This, the report concludes, 
“ebfltributed significantly to 
the suppression of informa- 
tion.” 

lin . addition, the report 
charges that Coir- Henderson 
and’ at least one other princi- 
pal staff officer “may have 
conspired to suppress informa- 
tion to deceive the division 
commander concerning tht 
true facts.” 

(Col. Henderson was one of 
the four soldiers against 
whom charges were brought. 
He was tried by courts-martial 
on >cover-.up charges, acquitted 
and subsequently retired.) 

In making public much of 
the official Mylai record, 
Army Secretary Callaway yes- 
terday obviously sought to put 
an end to the long contro- 
versy. “It’s a closed case as far 
as. I’m concerned at this tape,” 
he said. 

He also added a note of cau- 

U T . 

In use of this material,” he 
said, “I urge anyone who may 
read it to exercise judgment 
and restraint, since much of 
the material being released 
has not been challenged in 
open forum.” 




